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W Uliam Raspberry 

Judgment 



: -WHAT SHOULD wony 
everybody In the city Is not 
whetheir Harry Alexander 
was right or wrong on any 
particular case but that the 
investigatton Is so prosecu- 
tion, tniented.” 

That comes from James Bi 
Cobb, who, as Judge Alexan- 
der’s lawyer, is hardly , an 
impartitlal observer, 

But thmre is something 
to what he saya Alexander 
faces charges, before the 
Commission' on Judicial Dis- 
abilities and Tenure, on 
something called in|udidoua 
clmduct 

.A|nd yet the dk«rieb ate 


not has^ on comniaints 
from citizens who think they 
have been, treated unjustly, 
nor even frois Jafvyers adio^ 
think their ^ehts Adn’t get 
a fair shake, f 

THE complaints have 
come from Sen. Bo)^ C. 
Byrd , (D-W.Va.), from the 
mostly whitf » D.C. Police- , 
men’s Association and — un- 
ofticl^— front prosecutors 
<md other ofrleers of the 
court 

that is what Cobb means 
when he Saj^s -prosecution 
oriented.” As he puts It, 
“the only lUk^le complain- 
ing about ^wrry Alexan- 
der are system people.” 

And Just -what are the’ 
“system peOTle” complain- 
ing about? Well mostly, one 
Supposes, about Alexander’s 
inristence that ordinary peo- 
ple get a fair shake in his 
courtroom, that the old, rou- 
tinized way of, doing things 
is not necessarily tiie right 
- way. 

They Coah>lain, too, be- 
./}cat»e. even when he is right, 
Alexander has a way of 
' malti^ hla/ points very 
harsli^, evgn luhfogantly. 

But for that they bring 
^him before tiie Commission 
1 on Judicial Disahilities and 
Tenure? And make his the 
, yety first case handled by 
theicornmisSiont 

The history of the cOmt 
mission suggests that it 
came into being as a way of 
dealing with Judges who re- 
fused to step down from the 
•hwch even though tiiey 
5 Were obviously unfit to 
•aenre: the drunks, the 

bribe-takers, the mental 
def^tives. 

What Alexander is being 
charged with seems to fall 
Into one of two categories: 


intemperate ' language and 
legal error. 

WEIJL,, HIS LANGUAGE 
Isn’t always tije most tem- 
perate In tite woridl HI 
nearly blew a gasket, fbir 
iristance, when he dlscow 
' ered thstl: a woman had been 
Mfed for more tiiah a wld; 
as a.result of a parking 
ticket. ■ ■ 

Maybe judges arep’t 
supoSed to shout, Imt 'on 
more than one occarion Al- ' 
exander% shouts have 
brought fftie more resp^ 
te the court than they hayl 
taken'away. 

. As to i^al error, turn 
- thingl: First: it usually Is ^ 
correctible^ T^iat’s what the 
appdiate courts are for. Sec- 
ondly, revetalble or hdt. legal 
emir Is hard^ si routine 
cause for removal. If ’ It 
were, any Judge who was 
overturned by a h^dW 
court would haye t<> peck 
hiSrobe. 

Not to paint hhn as some 
sort of knight in SMii^ 
armor, but the thing Vafit 
sets Harry Atexandey apart 
from aonm otii^rjudgi^ who 
have come liiader fire for 
their iremaris from the 
bendi is this: Most of tiie’ 
others aim their remaria at 
the defendants, on Indmlf cd 
the system; Alexander has 
been- far quldtcr te chastiil 
the representatives of till 

tysteaii’ 

That hi why a number oi 
poUcemen, prosecutma and 
othwr court offidals don’t 
like him, 

’ And tiiat is also wl^ iso 
manyr -people who loieir 
wbat jt’a like tu be an imd«r- 
dog in tiie system tUnk 
Hanry Alexander is the 
greatest thing ever to hit 
the courthouse. t 



